
 
 
 
 
Region Directors Message: 
 
We had a long season for a change.  It started about Thanksgiving, with some of the areas still open at the 
end of March. For many of us unaccustomed to a real season again, it meant some shuffling to meet our 
early and late season shifts requirements.  
 
We accomplished a lot this year, Senior Emergency Management Evaluation with 7 successful candidates, 
Senior Alpine Evaluations (Ski & Board) with 6 successful candidates. We gained 4 new seniors from these 
evaluations, with several patrollers only needing to add an elective to complete their Senior. 
 
We participated with the Northern Michigan Region this January for both a TES and a SES. We conducted 
nine (9) TESs (Toboggan Enhancement Seminar), and one (1) SES (Ski Enhancement Seminar) within the 
region in addition to the combined with Northern.   Thank you to everyone who helped plan and conduct 
the many seminars available this year to bring the best training to the individual patroller.  
 
Dennis O’Brien and I would like to thank all of you who voted in the Region Director Election. 48+% of 
the eligible voters voted.  I’m glad to see that so many participated.  Thank you for re-electing me. 
 
May is the Region Awards banquet, presented by Section III (Crystal and Caberfae) it has a great venue at 
the Soaring Eagle Casino, make your reservations now either buy using the form inside or from the region 
website. WWW.NSPC203.com.  We don’ t have the full information on who will be in concert that 
weekend, but if we get reservations for 130 people by our deadline, the Region will buy a pair of Concert 
tickets to be drawn at the Banquet. Be there and be the winner  (you must be present to win). 
 
See you at the Region meeting -Tony 
 
 
Division Meeting 2007  -  Jim Williams, Timber Ridge Ski Patrol. 
 
More than 180 Central Division patrollers converged on Kalamazoo, Michigan, over the weekend of September 7, 8, and 9, for the 
NSP Central Division’s Fall Meeting. Besides Division staff and program officers, the attendees included National Board members, 
current candidates for the National Board, and line patrollers from nearly every corner of the Central Division. The theme of this 
year’s meeting was “Camaraderie” , that feeling of fellowship, kindred spirit, and shared experience that keeps us coming back to 
patrolling year after year.  
 
After a Friday morning Board meeting, the “Camaraderie”  began in earnest with an afternoon golf outing. The morning’s gray skies 
turned into a rain shower that delayed the golfers’  start for a brief time. Nevertheless, the overcast soon gave way to a warm, sunny 
afternoon of high-spirited golf on a great course. The competition was keen, but good-natured, ending with nearly everyone walking 
away with some kind of prize, or so it seemed.  
 
The “ Camaraderie”  continued after the golf outing and a chance to freshen up, when shuttle busses began ferrying people from the 
Radisson Hotel to the Kalamazoo Aviation History Museum, known as “ the air zoo” , for a reception and supper in one of the 
museum’s two main buildings. Museum staff and caterers from the hotel set up hors’  d’oeuvres, pasta bar entrees, and the drinks bar 
in the middle of the Space Exploration gallery. Everyone was free to socialize, eat, and “pet the planes”  in the adjoining Naval 
Aviation History gallery. The local air ambulance, West Michigan Air Care, flew in with their state-of-the-art helicopter for a “meet 
and greet”  on the runway ramp outside the air zoo. This gave everyone a chance to chat with the aircrew and have a close look at their 
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multi-million dollar helicopter. After more than an hour-and-a-half on the ground with our group, the Air Care crew had to leave and 
get back to work. They capped their visit off by saluting the 120 patrollers watching from the museum observation decks with a high-
speed, low-level, fly-by that had the hair on everyone’s’  neck standing at attention. Whew, what a rush!  
Saturday’s business meetings gave everyone a chance to see and hear the Division Board and Staff in action. There were large 
audiences listening in as the Board addressed issues confronting and affecting all patrollers. These meetings are the line patrollers’  
chance to learn about our organization’s leadership first-hand, rather than relying on rumor and word of mouth. It was good to see so 
many people taking advantage of the opportunity.  
 
Saturday afternoon breakout sessions offered a diversion from the business of running the organization. First, Dr. Bill Fales, Director 
of the Kalamazoo County [Michigan] Medical Authority spoke about the ski patrol’s role in disaster preparedness. Dr. Fales explained 
the multiple tiers of the country’s current disaster planning and specifically the patrol as a largely untapped resource in the case of 
national and natural disasters. He encouraged patrollers to investigate their states’  Medical Reserve Corps and to volunteer to serve in 
them. Members of the local Medical Reserve Corps handed out recruiting literature throughout the day on Saturday.  In the next 
breakout session, Bob Mayberry, veteran flight nurse and snowboard patroller at Timber Ridge, gave his audience a good look into the 
working life of a flight nurse. Bob works with West Michigan Air Care and drew upon his years of experience to give an overview of 
the work a flight nurse does, the high points and hazards of the job, and his personal observations on dealing with patients, victims, 
and families who are often at the lowest points of their lives when he meets them.   In the final session, Kurt Arnold spoke about his 
experiences as an adaptive skier. Kurt has family members that patrol at Bittersweet Ski Area in West Michigan, so he has an unique 
perspective on how patrollers and ski area employees interact with the adaptive skiing public. Kurt offered insights on the challenges 
and abilities of adaptive skiers, all of which will be useful as we meet this segment of the skiing public on the hill. One measure of the 
breakout sessions’  popularity is the fact that the hotel staff had to bring in extra chairs several times to accommodate growing 
audiences.  
 
Besides the breakout sessions, there was also a BLS/CPR class on Saturday afternoon for people to update their certifications. More 
than a dozen patrollers took advantage of the opportunity and left the meeting that much ahead for their fall refresher. Meanwhile, 
throughout the day, Lee’s Sports & Sportswear offered custom footbed fitting for ski boots. Quite a few took advantage of that 
opportunity, too.  
 
The weekend’s “ Camaraderie”  peaked with the Division awards banquet on Saturday night. The evening started with a cocktail 
reception and moved into the banquet hall where everyone dug into a great dinner. The evening was filled with cheers, laughter, 
applause, and even some tears. A Power Point show of photographs from around the Division played on a continuous loop. Winners of 
the silent auction gathered up their buys. Division Director Jim Woodrum and Division Awards Supervisor Gregg Reese presented 
“Outstanding”  awards, a couple of National Appointments, several longevity awards, and more. The golf outing organizers presented 
prizes to the golfers. Pictures were taken. All while emcee Drew Elliott from Timber Ridge kept the program moving and on track. 
Everyone had a great time and the word “ Camaraderie”  was used repeatedly. The hospitality suite upstairs was packed after the 
banquet, and folks there continued celebrating the weekend theme until the wee hours of the morning.  
 
The weekend’s meetings wound up on Sunday morning, first with the traditional Patrol Director and Patrol Representative breakfast, 
and then with a final Division Board meeting. While those lucky folks were in their meetings, other people packed their bags, gathered 
for breakfast, or just visited awhile longer. Quite a few people took advantage of the complimentary weekend-long admission tickets 
to return to the air zoo and see the main museum building and exhibit galleries before heading home.  
 
A lot of work went into planning for the meeting, and seeing how much fun people had was a great payoff. Another big payoff was 
hearing a couple of patrollers who had never been to a Division meeting say that they got so much out of this weekend they were 
looking forward to next year’s meeting. We began planning the meeting with the goal of making it a useful, fun, and relevant event for 
rank and file patrollers. We hope the comment from these two patrollers means we reached our goal.  
 
We on the West Michigan Region’s planning committee want to thank everyone who came to Kalamazoo for this weekend of 
“ Camaraderie” . We also want to thank the people and businesses that provided sponsorship and support for the meeting, including 
the Kalamazoo County Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Kalamazoo Area Chamber of Commerce, Timber Ridge Ski Shop, 
Timber Ridge Ski Area/Roger Rantz, Caberfae Ski Area, Pando Ski Area, America’s Transportation Resources/David Menke, Chip 
Knappen, Cascade Toboggan, Mountain Uniforms, West Michigan Air Care, Colleen and Tony Wolfer, Safety Services of 
Kalamazoo/Tony Hammock, Lee’s Sports & Sportswear, the Prairies Golf Course, Crystal Mountain Resort, Newaygo Golf Club, 
Perrigo Company/Homer Skinner, Boyne Mountain Ski Area, Kalamazoo Dermatology, and Southwest Michigan Dermatology. We 
must also thank the folks who put on programs during the meeting; Dr. Bill Fales, the Southwest Michigan 5th District Medical 
Reserve Corps, Bob Mayberry, Dawn Johnston, Kurt Arnold, Dixon Small, and Chris Waring. Finally, we want to acknowledge and 
thank the staffs at the Radisson Plaza Hotel & Suites in Kalamazoo, and the Kalamazoo Aviation History Museum for their help and 
hospitality, and for going the extra mile to make the NSP Central Division Fall Meeting a rousing success.  
 
Mark your calendars now for the 2008 Fall Division meeting in Milwaukee on September 6, 7, & 8, hosted by the South Central 
Region. Word has it that Region Director Thom Rabaglia and his committee are planning another extra special weekend event. After 
seeing the air zoo simulators, Thom said something like, “Oh, yeah? Well wait ‘ till you see the Harley-Davidson museum and the 
motorcycle simulators.”   
Okay, Thom, we’ ll look forward to that  
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From Cannonsburg, March 8, 2008, photo by Chris Schneiter 
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I submit a congratulations to the following patrollers for passing the SEM:  Fred Smith, Doug 
Haase, Marty Monsma, Mike Oliver, John Donnely, Laura Cameron, and Bob Anderson.  I would 

also like to thank Mike Fick and Cannonsburg for hosting the clinic and evaluation and all the 
patrollers who dedicated their time and effort to training and participating in the SEM program.  
We are always looking for more than a few good men and women to keep our OEC programs top 

shelf! 
 

Dan Goldberger,  OEC Advisor 
 

 
WEST MICHIGAN NORDIC PATROLLERS were clearly visible for the White Pine 

race February 2, 2008 as the race was reduced to a 10K due to the lack of snow on the 
trails. Patrollers in the picture include Mike Murray, Michael Oliver, Michael Walenta, 
Tom Fisher, Kelly Godfrey, John Scott .(back row). In the front row are Lonny Petrosky 

(Schuss Mtn Patrol), Sara Clay, Glenn Sheathelm, Mary Budd (Schuss Mtn. Patrol). 
 

 



 
Senior Hill Test!!! 

What a success!  Sunday the 24th was a beautiful sunny day to ski at Crystal Mountain, and we 
have some new Seniors to welcome!  Congratulations to Doug Hass, Bob Anderson, and Mike 

Oliver for passing the Senior Hill Test and completing their Senior program!!!!  David Bolliet, Mitch 
Henning, and Otto McNaughton also passed the hill test, but need another elective before 

attaining that "Senior" status.  Thanks to all our candidates for all their hard work and dedication! 
Thanks to all the evaluators that came out to play!  I appreciate your taking the time and energy 

to come up and evaluate.  It's a lot of work, but the test couldn't have happened without 
you!  Thank you Linda Barthel for being our division Q/A rep, overseeing our operation, and for all 

your support! 
Thanks again to all involved!!  You made it a very special day!!! 

 
Britt Gustafson 

Region Proficiency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



The WEST MICHIGAN NORDIC PATROL 
provided a strong showing at the VASA race February 
9, 2008. Twelve patrollers skied different parts of the 
50K, 27K and the 10K races on the VASA trail near 
Traverse City. The weather conditions held as the 
snow was near prime this year.  In a pre-race meeting 
held in Traverse City, the patrol honored 3 members 
with their service awards. Receiving the awards were 
Sara Clay with 35 years of service and David Snoek 
and Jim Manore each observing 30 years of service 
with the patrol.  We congratulate all three with their 
many years of service to the skiing public. 

 

 
 

West Michigan Nordic Patroller Tom Fisher watches as 
racers climb one of the hills on the 50K trail near The Rock. 

 
 

 
West Michigan Nordic patroller Jim Manore was 
awarded his 30 year service certificate prior to the 

VASA race February 9 in Traverse City. 

 

West Michigan Nordic patrollers at the VASA pre-
race meeting were (from left side of the table) Ruth 

Cunningham, Michael Walenta, Sara Clay, John Scott, 
Tom Fisher, Marty Monsma, David Snoek. From 

Right Kelly Godfrey, Bev Dallman, Glenn Sheahelm, 
Dan Ingram, Jim Manore, Laurie Snedeker. 

 

 
 

WM Nordic Patrollers Sara Clay and David Snoek 
were honored for 35 and 30 years of service, 

respectively. 
 

 
 

Glenn Sheathelm in the back area of Caberfae March 
1st.  Glenn is showing the Nordic participants the 

views and explaining the history of the area.



Western Michigan Region Banquet 
Saturday May 3, 2008 

 

Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort 
Three Fires Room 

Mount Pleasant, Michigan 
Schedule:  

 • Region Meeting (Three Fires Room) 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Open to 
all patrollers  

 • Cash Bar Opens at 5:00 p.m.  
 • Dinner Serving Begins at 6:00 p.m.  
 • Awards, Prizes and Announcements Begin at 7:00 p.m.  

 
 • Entertainment: No NSP-specific entertainment is planned. The 
Casino, of course, offers gambling and books well-known entertainers about 
30 days in advance so check their events website frequently to purchase 
tickets directly.  
  
Patrollers: If you are reading this as a hard copy, go to 
http://www.nspc203.com/ for more information, forms and links. 
 
Dinner  Choices:  

 • Grilled North Atlantic Salmon, Chardonnay Cream with Three 
Onion Marmalade … $20.00 per person  

 
Or  

 • Roast Duckling with Michigan Sour Cherry Sauce … $15.00 
per person  
Prices include 24% Tax and Service Charge and reflect a 
generous price subsidy by the Western Michigan Region.  

 
Host and Contact:  

 • Western Michigan Section III  
 
 • Tom Fisher – thfish@chartermi.net  
 
Lodging:  



 • A limited block of first class rooms have been held in the name of 
“National Ski Patrol WM3” at the reduced rate of $159 per night for the 
nights of May 2-3-4, 2008. Reservations must be made directly with the 
Casino by faxing the completed form provided on the Western Michigan 
Region website. Currently we only have 15 rooms available at this rate; I 
will negotiate for more if we reach this limit, but book early to assure 
availability. Rooms booked after April 11, 2008 will be charged at the 
hotel’s full rate.  
 
 • There are also a number of chain motels in Mount Pleasant near the 
resort that may be more economically priced.  
 
Banquet Registration and Deadlines:  

 • Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort requires payment and confirmation 
of meal selections 30 days prior to the event! Please fill out the form 
below and mail it back to me with a check cover ing the cost of the 
meals no later  than Apr il 1, 2008 if you plan to attend.  

 
 • You are welcome to come if you don’ t book by Apr il 1, but meals 

may not be available.  
 

Complete This Form and Mail with Payment by Apr il 1  
Pr int Name:  
Patrol Area Name:  
Check Number: Check Amount:  

Meal 
Selection  

Price per 
Meal  

How 
Many?  

For Who? 
(Name)*   

Total  

Gr illed Salmon  $20.00  $  

Roast Duckling  $15.00  $  

Total  -----------  --------- -------------------
---------  

$  

 
*Include name of person receiving each meal type to facilitate serving. Use the space 
below for additional names (with selections) if necessary.  
Mail To: Tom Fisher NSP  
2800 Plymouth St.  
Midland, MI 48642-3900  
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In other WEST MICHIGAN NORDIC SKI PATROL news: 
 
West Michigan Nordic is pleased to welcome Tom Fisher as our most recent patroller to achieve basic Nordic patroller 
status. Tom passed his basic Nordic test in January on the Crystal Mountain Nordic trails. Congratulations to Tom! 
 
Glenn Sheathelm, John Leitner and Frank Abissi patrolled the Nordic races held at the Muskegon Winter Sports 
Complex on February 9. This was a new race for the West Michigan Nordic Patrol to assist with this year. The races 
were held late afternoon and Glenn Sheathelm (after patrolling the VASA race) dashed back to patrol the race in 
Muskegon. Thanks to John in coordinating the pre-race tasks. It was reported that everything went well and that racers 
and patrollers had a great time! 
 
David Snoek once again made the trek to Wisconsin in February to patrol the Birkebeiner Nordic Race. The “Birkie” , 
as it is called, is held in the northern Wisconsin woods with the race ending in Hayward, WI.  Thank you to David for 
representing the West Michigan Nordic patrol at the Birkie this year. The race will be held February 21 next year for 
anyone who may be interested in patrolling the Birkie. 
 
West Michigan Nordic met at Caberfae Ski area March 1st to take to the trails around the area. The participants who 
were able to make the event were treated to a historic tour of the trails and sights around Caberfae, as well as a 
discussion of ‘winter survival” , which was the theme of the day. Glenn Sheathelm led the group to the top of North 
Peak where he was able to explain the avalanche that occurred on South Peak a few years back. The slide area was 
clearly visible. From there the group refreshed their skills on the trails and hills as they followed the topo maps from 
USGS of the area. It was clearly visible that the maps showed the terrain accurately. After skiing the trails and back 
hills that are no longer open, the group practiced their telemark turns as they returned back to the lodge and discussed 
survival equipment. Thanks to Glenn Sheathelm for organizing the ‘on the trail refresher’  and ski-a-long this year! 
 

If anyone is interested in joining the West Michigan Nordic Ski Patrol, please contact Kelly Godfrey at 
iphotowolves@yahoo.com or by phone at 810-923-1255. 

Don’ t forget to 
check our 
Region web 
site:  
nspc203.com 


