
���������	
���

�������

��
��������
�

� �������� ��������

����
��

�
�

����
��������
���� �������

 
Hi Everyone! 
 
My OEC Instructor’s guide showed up 
in the mail this week. That must mean 
it’s time to get ready for the 08-09 
season. Inside you will find the calendar 
listing refresher dates, contacts, etc., the 
calendar is also on the Web at  
http://www.nspc203.com  If you can not 
make your Section or Patrol’s refresher 
call ahead to the one you want to attend 
to insure there is room for you, what the 
cost will be, the location, the starting 
time. You can also find the list of 
refresher dates and contacts for any 
Central Division Patrol, Section or 
region refresher in the RUSTY Parka 
News or on the Division Web Site 
http://www.nspcentral.org  Remember 
call ahead if you can’t make your normal 
refresher. Let your PD know where you 
took your refresher too, that way he can 
be looking for the paperwork from that 
refresher’s instructor of record. 
 
Don’t forget the Fall Division Awards 
Banquet and Meeting, Sept. 5-7 in 
Milwaukee, WI. Details via a link on the 
Division web site. Lots to do, and a 
excuse to ride the Hi Speed Ferry. 
 
Elections results: Thank you to 
everyone who voted,  
Region Director – Tony Wolfer  re-
elected for a second term. 

Section III Chief – Tom Fisher  re-
elected for a second term. 
 
New Patrol Director / Representatives 
Caberfae – Tim Kirsh 
Crystal Mountain – Gregg Hoppe 
(interim)  
 
Bittersweet’s Patrol Room has 
undergone major renovations, details 
inside.  
Crystal Mountain will be getting a new 
Patrol Room this season.  
Stop by and see both of them this 
season.  If you would like to visit and 
patrol at any of the Regions areas, please 
call ahead to the Patrol Representative 
for availability and the Patrols 
requirements.  
   
There is a National Dues increase of  $6 
from $35 to $41 the last increase was 
2000 and the previous one was 1989. A 
full explanation can be found on the 
National web site www.nsp.org 
 
What cool things can you do when the 
snow is here?? 
A ski enhancement seminar (SES) is a 
good way to hone the ski skills.  
Where can you have the most fun? At a 
TES (toboggan enhancement seminar), 
really you can!  What a better way to 
refresh your toboggan skills. If you 
haven’t run a sled very often with 
shaped skis, it is an experience. If your 
timing is good, your can even fill your 
instructor’s collar with snow. I am being 
very careful this year of who is up hill of 
me when I am in a sled, something about 
a payback �  
 
I hope to be able to see all of you this 
year, either at a refresher or on the snow! 
 
Tony 
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Greetings West Michigan Patrollers�
�

As summer nears its end (already?!), your OEC 
instructors are very busy planning programs for 
this season.  Locations and dates are available on 
the region website.  Putting on refreshers and 
OEC classes is a great deal of work for the 
organizers, but their biggest challenge is getting 
volunteers to help out.  You all have a lot of 
skills, and it is to your advantage to see that the 
patrollers on your shift and your new candidates 
are up to speed when you approach that serious 
mishap.  So answer the call when you are asked, 
or better yet, check with your lead instructors to 
see what you can do to help!�
Please remember to check your refresher dates 
for possible conflicts so that you can make  
alternate arrangements if you have a conflict.  
Most patrols will accept visitors, but they can 
only take limited numbers and need advance 
notice.  I would also like to make a strong pitch 
to new patrollers to advance your OEC skills and 
support your patrols by getting involved in 
Senior OEC and/or Instructor Development.  
Some of the old guard are getting a bit weary and 
can use your enthusiasm!�
Have a great, safe ski season.�
�
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    Region Officers and Staff 

Assistant RD – Alpine Proficiency 
Gregg Hoppe, 210 E Bremer Street, 
Cadillac, MI 49601 
ghoppe@chartermi.net   H: (231) 876-
0637 

Assistant RD - OEC, Awards, Elections 
Erica Krol, 28015 North Lake Drive, 
Gobles, MI 49055 
erica.krol@wmich.edu   H: (269) 628-
7702   W: (269) 387-3268 

Legal Advisor 
Cathy Jacobs, 4333 Lynn, Holt, MI 
48842 
CAJacobs@loomislaw.com   H: (517) 
694-8022   W: (517) 482-2400 

Secretary / Blue & Gold Newsletter 
Editor 
Colleen Wolfer, 7840 Myers Lake 
Road, Rockford, MI 49341 
ajcjwolfer@chartermi.net   H: (616) 
874-1231   W: (616) 794-2620 

Treasurer / Web Site Editor 
Larry Klose, 7706 Hampton Oaks 
Drive, Portage, MI 49024-5004 
lklose@charter.net   H: (269) 323-
2786  

      Section Chiefs 

WM1 Section Chief (2007 – 2009) 
Ken Young, 4255 Sunnybrook Drive, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
tkynsp@charter.net    
H: (269) 382-4716   W: (269) 343-
1619 x2228   C: (269) 806-2499   F: 
(269) 382-1554 

WM2 Section Chief (2008 - 2010) 
Jack T. Katerberg, 9608 Peninsula 
Drive, Grant, MI 49327 
jack_katerberg@urscorp.com    H: 
(231) 834-8236 

WM3 Section Chief (2006 - 2008) 
Thomas Fisher, 2800 Plymouth St.  
Midland, MI 48642 
thfish@chartermi.net   H: (989) 835-
5728   C: (989) 600-0693 

 

 

Region Program Advisors 

Alpine NSP-C Ski School 
Chip Knappen, 121 Pinecove Circle, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
cknappen@knappen.com   H: (269) 
226-0047   W: (269) 731-4141   F: 
(269) 731-5441 

Alpine Snowboard Advisor 
Bob Mayberry, 22257 Bluebird Ave, 
Mattawan, MI 49071 
rtmayberry@aircare.org    C: (269) 
569-6862      W: (269) 337-2500 

Alpine Proficiency Advisors, Telemark 
Advisor 
Britt Gustafson, 436 Oakhurst Ave, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
brittgustafson@borgess.com     C: 
(269) 491-9437    W: (269) 226-5930 

Alpine Toboggan Advisor 
Shawn Rhoda, 2630 Thayer Ave., 
Kalamazoo, MI 49004 
strhoda@aol.com   H: (269) 344-
8964   W: (269) 746-4275   C: (269) 
998-1325 

Alpine Toboggan IT Coordinator 
Jackie Bottomley, 5219 East 32 
Road, Cadillac MI 49601 
jbottomley@charter.net   H: (231) 775-
5954   C: (231)-878-3570 

Avalanche Advisor 
Michael Walenta, 2449 Rockhill Drive 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525-1291 
walentam@gvsu.edu   H: (616) 365-
9269   W: (616) 331-6775 

Awards Assistant Advisor 
Patrick Mulvihill, 7336 Eldred 
Avenue, Rockford, MI 49341 
PaddyM@charter.net   H: (616) 874-
5242   W: (616) 874-8198 

Certified Coordinator 
Jim Koelzer, 2131 Northridge Dr. NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49425 
jtkoelzer@yahoo.com   H: (616) 364-
6368   W: 616-364-4629 

 



Instructor Development Advisor 
Pat Livingston, 5030 N. Quail Crest 
Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
plivingston@wolvgroup.com   H: (616) 
949-7473   W: (616) 949-3360   F: 
(616) 949-2058 

Mountain Travel & Rescue Advisor 
Martin Monsma, 99 Luton SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49506 
monsmamartin@yahoo.com     H: 
(616) 454-5145    W: (616) 443-3852 

National Appointment and Leadership 
Commendation Review Board 
Tom Norton, 9629 Eddy Road, 
Delton, MI  49046 
thomas.norton@wmich.edu   W: (269) 
387-2914   H: (269) 623-5546 

OEC Advisor 
Dan Goldberger, 1200 Holiday Lane, 
Portage, MI 49024-5777 
dgoldber1@gmail.com     H: (269) 
349-6862 

Division OEC Advisor 
Karen Hadden, 15805 Kane Road, 
Plainwell, MI 49080-9050 
karenhadden@mei.net    
haddenk@bronsonhg.org 
H: (269) 664-4753   W: (269) 341-
8336   C: (269)492-4025   F: (269) 
341-8330 

Patrol Representatives 

Bittersweet Patrol Representative 
Dan Navis, 2038 Floyd Street SW, 
Wyoming, MI 49509 
dcnavis@sbcglobal.net    H: (616) 
532-6015    C: (616) 293-5157 

Caberfae Peaks Patrol Representative 
Elect 
Tim Kirch, 3747 East Acorn Lane, 
Midland, MI 48642 
timkirch@dow.com     H: (989) 837-
3974    C: (989) 859-1387   W: (989) 
636-2998  

Cannonsburg Assistant Patrol 
Representative 
Mike Fick, 7275 Yorkshire Drive, 
Hudsonville, MI 49426 
mficksr@steelcase.com     H: (616) 
669-1639 

Crystal Mountain Patrol Representative 
Gregg Hoppe, 210 E Bremer Street, 
Cadillac, MI 49601 
ghoppe@chartermi.net   H: (231) 876-
0637 

Pando Patrol Representative 
David Menke, 10165 Northland Drive, 
Rockford, MI 49341 
dmenke@atrservices.com   C: (616) 
481-3759 

Timber Ridge Patrol Representative 
Sue Brann, 0-480 Barry Street, 
Grandville, MI 49418 
suebrann@comcast.net       W: (616) 
233-0002 X13   C: (616) 690-7927 

WM Nordic Patrol Representative 
Kelly Godfrey, 2500 Hunter Road, 
Brighton, MI  48114 
iphotowolves@yahoo.com   
godfrek@dearborn.k12.mi.us   H: 810-
923-1255 

Ski Swaps 

Grand Rapids Ski Swap Manager 
Becky Steiner, 2961 Gold Dust NE, 
Belmont, MI  49306 
beckysteiner@comcast.net    H: (616) 
447-0946 
Web site: www.nspskiswap.com  

Grand Rapids Ski Swap Treasurer 
Kathi Padula, 2325 El Dorado Drive 
SE, East Grand Rapids, MI 49506-
3537 
kathi.padula@att.net       H: (616) 245-
6031

 
 
 
 
 



 
Bittersweet Expands Training and First Aid Facility 
 
The Bittersweet Ski Patrol is finishing a major expansion and renovation of their Training 
Center and First Aid facility.  The expansion includes the addition of 730  square feet of 
training and treatment area along with the addition of a garage for the snowmobile and 
equipment storage.  The second floor of the facility has been doubled in size and has a 
large window over looking the ski hill.  The project started last October with the removal 
of the 2nd floor walls and expansion of the 2nd floor towards the hill. The building was 
expanded on the first floor for additional treatment area and the addition of a garage for 
the snowmobile all of which was functional for the 2007-8 ski season.  A team of 
patrollers (Fred Smith, Steve Stryd, Stu Furrow, and Bill Cleair) have been working (over 
500man hours) now since the area closed completing the new facility.  Finishing the 
project and the move of equipment back into the building is planned for early August. A 
new high technology bed was donated by Stryker Corporation and is a nice addition to 
the new treatment area.  Thanks to Bittersweet management for their support on the 
project.  See the pictures below. 
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New Addition 
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