
 
 
Region Directors Message:  
 
Wow!! Two long seasons in a row. Just like last year it started about Thanksgiving, with the northern areas 
open until the end of March. 
 
We accomplished a lot this year, Senior Emergency Management Evaluation with 4 successful candidates, 
Senior Alpine Evaluations (Ski & Board) with 4 successful candidates. We gained 4 new seniors from these 
evaluations, congratulations! 
 
We participated with both the Eastern Michigan and Northern Michigan Regions in January for both a TES 
and a SES.  
 
May 2, 2009 is the Region Awards banquet, presented by Section I (Bittersweet and Timber Ridge) at 
Bittersweet. Make your reservations today now either by using the form inside or from the region website. 
WWW.NSPC203.com  
 
Gregg Hoppe accepted the position of Patrol Director at Crystal Mountain Resort. Dennis O’Brien has been 
selected to replace Gregg as the ARD for Alpine programs.  
The election for Section I  Section Chief had over 60% of those eligible to voting for the  candidates Ken 
Young and Stu Furrow. The successful candidate was Stu Furrow.  I would like to thank all of you who 
voted in the election. It is awesome to see such great participation. 
 
What next, Summer off? Well maybe, but your OEC refresher planners will be hard at it. I heard they have 
a great venue for a break, on Sept. 11,12, & 13, when the Fall Division Meeting and Awards Banquet will 
be held on Mackinaw Island. It will be a great place to meet other patrollers from the Midwest and have a 
good time.  There are plenty of things for the family to do too.  Check the Division Web site for more 
information at  http://www.nspcentral.org/ . 
 
Tony Wolfer 
Western Michigan Region Director 
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Section I  (Bittersweet and Timber Ridge) is honored to be hosting the Western Michigan 
Region Awards Banquet on Saturday, May 2nd at Bittersweet Ski Area in Otsego.   
 
Since the award recipients are eligible for Division and even National awards, come out and show 
your support and give recognition for all they have done. 
 
Please join us for a wonderful evening of good food, drink, and live entertainment for only$15.00 
per person.  This cost includes Dinner, Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks and a live band.  (A cash bar will 
be available for mixed drinks).   WOW! WHAT A BARGAIN!!  
 
We’ ll also be selling T-Shirts for only $10.00 and holding a 50/50 raffle. 



 
From Shawn Rhoda, Region Alpine 
Toboggan Advisor �
 �
During this last ski season there were four 
Toboggan Enhancement Seminars put on for 
the benefit of patrollers in the Western �
Michigan Region. One of which was a multi 
region TES that was held at Boyne 
Mountain on January 25, 2009. Eight 
patrollers participated from our Region and 
three ITs’  from our Region instructed at this 
event.�
 �
Due to a request, there was a TES put on at 
Timber Ridge for all of their Toboggan 
Instructors on January 4, 2009. Eleven 
toboggan instructors participated as well as 
seven toboggan ITs’ . This event acted as a 
calibration for those instructors that would 
be doing the hill refreshers at that area.�
 �
Pando had a TES on February 14, 2009 with 
six participating patrollers. Two IT’s taught 
as well as one Toboggan Instructor.�
 �
Caberfae Peaks had a TES on February 21, 
2009 with fifteen patrollers participating and 
seven IT’s teaching.�
 �
During this past season our Region added 
four new toboggan instructors, one from 
section three and three from section one.�
 
 

 

TES at Pando �

 �
 

 
In the bumps - Senior  Hill  

From Chip Knappen, Region Alpine 
NSP-C Ski School Advisor   
 
This past season there were two Ski 
Enhancement Seminars put on for patrollers in 
our region. The first SES was held at Timber 
Ridge on January 18,2009 and thirteen patrollers 
participated. Everyone seemed very satisfied 
with this event.�
 �
The second SES was a multi region event held at 
Boyne Highlands on January 24, 2009. Our 
Region had twelve patrollers participate in this 
event and each section was represented. 
Unfortunately, there was very poor 
communication between Northern Region and 
our Region and no ski instructors were used from 
our Region for this event. I have been told that 
changes would be made so as not to exclude our 
Region ski instructors in the future.�
 �
One SES was unfortunately cancelled due to lack 
of interest. 
 
 

 

Senior  Hill Exam  
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Timber  Ridge Ski Area                                                        
 
We had a very successful, skier friendly season at Timber Ridge.  We opened on December 12 and closed 
on March 3.  We were only closed for 5 days out of the season due to inclement weather.  According to 
owner, Roger Rantz, this season was better than last. 
 
During the year we hosted a Skier Enhancement Seminar put on by Chip Knappen.  We enlisted the help of 
two Level 3 PSIA Instructors from Timber Ridge and Kevin Fultz a member of our patrol and a Level 2 
PSIA instructor and member of NSP-C Ski School.  All that participated enjoyed the day and left the 
seminar with hints on how to improve their skiing. 
 
On January 4 Shawn Rhoda put together a Toboggan Enhancement Seminar, this seminar was presented to 
all Timber Ridge toboggan instructors so they practiced and understood what they would be showing our 
patrollers at their On-Hill-Refreshers.  This was the first year we used this format for calibrating our 
Toboggan Instructors and it was well received. 
 
On January 20 Timber Ridge hosted the Special Olympics Winter Games.  Even though the temperature 
was 11 degrees most of the day the Olympians truly enjoyed their day.   There were over 100 Olympians, 
coaches and family members that enjoyed the day.  The Event was fully coordinated by Mike Bielski a 
Timber Ridge patroller and long time Special Olympic coach.  Mike even arranged a visit by Air Care, the 
local helicopter service out of Borgess and Bronson Hospitals.  The Olympians really enjoyed that part of 
the day, and was a big hit with the patrollers and management at Timber Ridge that day. 
 
We had a successful year of hill training thanks to Erica Krol and John Ritsema and their staff who were 
out training every Monday and Wednesday night regardless of the cold weather.  We have 2 new patrollers 
and 4 candidates that passed their hill test and will take the OEC class this fall.  We are looking forward to 
an OEC class of approximately 10 candidates. 
 
We had one candidate take the SEM held at Bittersweet on March 8, I’m happy to report that Mike 
Zimmerman passed that day, next season he’ ll work with Chip Knappen and Shawn Rhoda to prepare for 
his hill test. 
 
Sunday, March 16 Jen Squires and Mike Zimmerman attended the Senior Auxiliary Aid Room session put 
together by Karen Hadden.  Both candidates were given scenarios geared to Aid Room situations and at 
separate times had to explain how they would deal with multi-patient scenes.  They’ re answers were judged 
by Karen Hadden, Bob Mayberry, Dayle Hadden and Doug Mesara.  I’m happy to report they both passed. 
While Mike acquired another Senior Elective, it’ s my understanding that Jen Squires is the first person to 
attain her Senior Auxiliary status in our Region by fulfilling all facets of the Senior Auxiliary Program:  
Senior Emergency Management, Aid Room Management, and four electives.   
 
 
Submitted by Sue Brann 
Patrol Director 
Timber Ridge Ski Area 
 

Thank you 
 
To all patrollers who maintain their records on the national database, you are helping to make the first 
electronic region newsletter possible.  Keeping your e-mail address up to date helps reach patrollers more 
easily.  For those who don’ t have internet access, if your mailing address is correct you will not only get 
your Blue and Gold but other publications at the Division and National level including the Rusty Parka 
News and the Ski Patrol magazine.  You have access to check your records including address,  completion 
of courses and refreshers, and qualifications on line any time at http://www.NSP.ORG . 
Thank you especially to Doug Mesara for helping to set up the system to deliver messages with 
attachments like this newsletter.    



 

  

 

Western Michigan Region 

Awards Banquet  
May 2, 2009, Bittersweet Ski Area 
600 River Road, Otsego, MI 49078-

9616 
Region Meeting at 2:00 PM 
Hors D'oeuvres at 5:00 PM 
Awards Banquet at 6:00 PM 

Registration Information 

  Patroller 1 Patroller 2 

Patroller's Name     

Patrol Name     

Office/Staff Position     

Spouse/Guest Name     

Contact Email Address     

Mailing Address     

Contact Phone Number     

Cell Phone Number     

      Registration for Meetings and Banquet 
Quantity Cost Total 

Region Meeting at 2:00 PM   $0   

Banquet Reservations Before April 20   $15   

Banquet Reservations After April 20 or at the door   $18   

To register for banquet and meetings, write a check in the amount of   

payable to NSP, WM1 Section, and mail registration form and check to:   

Ken Young 
4255 Sunnybrook Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
tkynsp@charter.net 
H: (269) 382-4716   W: (269) 343-1619 x2228 
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